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Last Taboo [fFom 19

are assaulted. As one sexual
assault occurs involving a non-
disabled person, 10.67 disabled
persons are wxual]}: assaulted,
The same study showed that
in one year, nearly 5 million
crimes are perpetrated against
people with disabilities. That
15 u;mp'r:ln,-d tir the average 1
million cases of elder abuse, 1
million cases of spousal abuse,
and 1.4 million cases of child
abuse reported.
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Twenty percent of the citizens
ir oiar u_:uuntr!.-' are targef& of
violence five times as often as
the rest. Even more disturbing
is the fact that most disabled
persons who report abuse
revieal that 'H'l[:‘_'!.-' hawve been
victimized repeatedly. A
1986 study of 95 adults with
developmental disabilities
found that 83% of the women
A2% ot the men had
been sexually assaulted. The
percentage of non-disabled
women who report sexual
assault is 13%. In 1991,
5;1[15::*}4 and Doe found that
out of a panel of 162 disabled
soxual assault victims, B0
were repeatedly  vichimized,
and 49.6% of those reported
heing vichmized more than fen
times. There is a plague in our
country that is raging unseen,
and the suffering is great.

For those who might think
that instHtutions hrinH Fl:f':,-i}il'iti;*
from the hardships of regular
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society, and some protection
against violence, the news is
grimmer still. The body of
research available shows that
people with disabilities are at
a higher risk of victimization
inside these “safe™ facilities- a
rate two to four times higher
than those who stay among
the general populace.

There is a large amount
of research on
abuse against children with
disabilities that shows that
both disabled and non-
disabled infants have similar
degrees of
to violence, but that a gap
soon emerges with age that
increases steadily. The Roeher
Institute of Canada reports
that from 16 to 309% of hq_:-:.-'fh
and from 39 to 68% of girls
with intellectual disabilities
will be sexually abused before
the age of 18, This compared
to the average 47 of non-
disabled children.

“0U%% of those who commit
abuse are well known to and
trusted by the victim and his
or her caregivers.” (Baladerian,
1991). 44% of these offenders
have a relationship with the
victim  specifically  related
to the victim's disability.
Near]}f 0% are F:-.'-Jid CATE
providers. Only 10% or less
of the offenders are unknown
to their vicims. How could
these crimes be perpetrated,
FI.':"].'.IG_-‘EI‘t-I;hL:I, and unpmg—;ﬂ'uted?
Many of the abused do not
report the crimes against
them. Those that do report
abuse might be disbelieved,
or non-abusive stalf members
may fear the repercussions of
reporting the crimes. Some
crimes that are recorded by
institution staff are passed
i to non-law  entorcement
agencies that might take
administrative actions such
as license sanctioning or the
dismissal of employees, but
T FITUS{-‘L'I,]HUTI QLTS 11 many

criminal

vilnerability

cases.

The unfortunate truth s
that among the disabled
and their advocates, there
is a widespread belief that
reporting  crimes  against
'F!'H,J'Flli;" with  disabilities s
a hopeless wventure.  This
is partly because cases of
this nature are dithcult to
investigate, prosecute, and
try. There are communication
and cognitive  difficulties
for some of the victims that
present  complications  for
members of law enforcement
who are untramed for these
special challenges. Also to
grapple with are the negative
stereotypes and  prejudices,
which interfere with fair
consideration l;r}-' the criminal
justice system.

As the disabled themselves
carry these perceptions about
the crimes, the offenders also
realize  that H'u;'}r
less likely to be prosecuted for
preying on a disabled person.

Though we have far to
go, and much to strive for,
progress is being made for
these victims, Governor Grey
Davis established the Crime
Victims  with  Disabilities
Initiative. Bill Lockyer formed
A puh]icinfum ation t,'EITI'I'FlH'iHJ'I
and designed a plan for special
law enforcement training. On
a national level, the California
Coalition on Crime Against
F‘eup]if with Dhsabilities
sponsored the Crime Victims
with Disabilities Awareness
Act, which was designed to be
responsible for mandating that
data be collected on cerimes
against disabled persons in
order to formulate the most
effective weapon against this
last taboo. Unfortunately,
e hudgel demands of 2003
were such that all funding
for the Crime Against People
With Disabilities Act was
eliminated. There has not
been a reinstitution of funds
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