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say WE MISS5 YOU, MITCH.
Drew 15 obviously  touched,
but hardly knows what to do
with his Kentucky relatives
that he hasn't seen in 20 years.
But they sure know who he is;
Mitch's boy has come home.
Drew meets cousins and
second and aunts
and great aunts. Everybody
gathers in Aunt Dora’s kitchen.
She's frying something or
talking about frying something
in eVery scene she's in, which
makes sense because she's the
star of Paula’s Home Cooking
on the Food Network, Aunt
Dora cheerfully shows
Drew pictures of his dead
relatives—including one  of
his grandfather who had three
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nipples—as well as one taken
ot Mitch three days before he
died.

Drew's cousin, Jesse (Paul
Schneider) is perfectly cast. He
takes the lead in introducing
Drew to both his Kentucky
kin and to the Kentucky way
of life, which most L‘l-;.'finit-u|jr'
does not include cremation.

My husband, daughter (who
i5 about Clair's age) and her
boyfriend attended this movie
with me. My daughter and
I both gave Elizabethtown
a weak B- and my husband
and the boyviriend both gave
it a weak c+. Tiffany. my
L'|1‘|l.|;.;hh:r, said, “Well, it's a
sentimental B-."

SOCIAL PERSPECTIVES

The Last Taboo

|".:|:-.-r' Walentie

Among  the many
uncomfortable subjects
that we as Americans have
identified and  examined
througzh the media and hold in
our consciousness as rightful
concerns, there is one yet that
has received little attention.
At a cocktail party or in an
elevator many past social
taboos have become common
subjects of conversation: hate
crimes, domestic  violence,
SEX  CTIMes, Crimes against
children, etc. These things
we accept as realities and
can  discuss  in
comfort, making our logical
arguments and  solutions,
forming  organizations to
address them perhaps at one
end of the spectrum, or just
offering occasional thoughts
of regret on the other. In our
rush these last few decades
to uncover and study where
we go wrong, we have missed
something, Swept under the
rug of our social conscience is
a diist I:runn!,' S0 eNOrmods, it
is amazing that our rug could
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cover it up. Could this be the
last taboo?

At a rate much higher than
the non-disabled citizen,
disabled people are victimized
by violent crimes. Making up
just a fifth of the population,
disabled people fall prey to
an abysmally high proportion
of wviolent crimes. Studies
have shown that the instances
of wviolent crimes against
children and adults with
disabilities are from five to ten
times higher than that of the
general populous. An even
more disturbing ftact is that
these crimes are reported at
a much lower rate than other
crimes, and therefore the rates
of prosecution and conviction
are marmimal and the number
of crimes really perpetrated is
unknown.

The studies done on disabled
violent crime wvictims show
an alarming disproportion of
occurrence when compared
with other citizens. A 1994
study found that for every one
non-disabled person who is
assaulted, 2.85 disabled people
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Welcome to the Monterey Peninsula's finest
Lighthowse Lodge & Suites. Let us aogquaint
you with your new home away from home,
where you'll come to find an abundance of
miture, seascapes, pracious hospitality and
historic small town charm, filled with
unexpected delights and undiscovered
tremsures,

Licated within one block of the spectacular
Pacific Ocean, the Lighthonse Lodpe & Suites
ifTers the best of both worlds and easy access
to all visitor destinations.
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