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Elizabethtown

Kit Knight

I've read several reviews of
this film and they all complain
about  Susan  Sarandon's
performance as the newly
widowed Hollie Baylor. Her
portrayal was  repeatedly
dismissed as “too over-the-
top”. It aint so. (You read
it here first, folks.)  This
critic believes one of the
most poignant moments in
Elizabethtown comes at the
end of the Alm when Hollie
does a soft shoe routine at
Mitch’s, her late husband’s,
memorial service in Kentucky.
Of course that moment gets
shattered when the white
paper bird catches on fire
and sets the WE MISS YOU,
MITCH banners on fire. But
the room sprinklers activate
and all the mourners get
saved. Wet, but saved.

Cameron Crowe, who

both  wrote and directed
Elizabethtown, wanted to

make a movie that blended
bears  and ]aughl'er. Thiose
were his father’'s favorite
kinds of movies. All of
Crowe's  screenplays have
a personal connection with
writer/director. And Almost
Famous—Crowe won the
Oscar for that screenplay
in 2001 —was no exception.
In that movie Frances
MeDormand’s 'FH_JT‘[T.:'-J}"EI] of
the mother stands out. [t
was meant to honor Crowe's
own mother, Alice. With
Elizabethtown, Crowe honors
lis tather.

In 1989, Crowe’s directorial
debut Say Anything had just
been released and was getting
fair reviews. Then it received
Aan impurtant rave review
and Crowe's father, who was
visiting family in Kentucky
and sharing the good news,
died of a heart attack. The PG-
13 rated Elizabethitown is that
story.

The movie begins with Drew
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Bavlor ({Orlando  Bloom)
getting fired from his job in
Oregon as a shoe designer.
For eight years Drew has
been neglecting his immediate
family (parents and a sister) in
favor of work, designing the
perfect sneaker. His design is
a failure and the company is
going to lose close to a billion
dollars.

His girltriend breaks up with
him the same day. Crushed,
he returns to his apartment
and clamps a wicked looking
knife onto the handle of his
exercise bike so that it will
repeatedly stab him once the
machine is turned on. As he
sits on the machine, his phone
starts ringing and —"5aved by
the bell!™ —his sister tells him
their father just died and Drew
has to go to Kentucky, get dad
cremated, and bring the um
home,

For an unknown reason, Drew
is the only person on the flight
to Kentucky. But that’s okay,

I didn't believe Drew would
even think about attempting
suicide. It, like being alone on
a plane, simply plays well.

The flight attendant, Clair
(Kirsten Dunst), is sunny and
optimistic about everything
that comes her way. Happily,
she isn't so upbeat that she’s
annoying. In fact, the best
scenes include Clair.

When Drew drives through
the town to retrieve his dad’s
body, Drew sees signs in

various store windows that
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