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SMUD’s HomePower"™
LPeu::e of Mind -

Only $5.95 a
Month!

SMUD’s HomePower
COVers you against
unforeseen electrical
repairs up to $500 a year!

Compraare cosls and save -

Typical Cost

Repair/Replace

With [ TomePower

Senvice Call Only |  §80 ho charge
Cireule Breaker %125 na charge
_IntarmalWireg | S 195 o chargs .
Oiurlers Switches % 105 na charge l
S HiowraPoreser Casnomer Agresmans o smvad org for coveerage denaiis )

Sign up by December 5th,
and you'll be entered to

win a new GE washer/
dryer or refrigerator!

Those who sign up will
also receive a FREE
$10 gift card to Raley's
and Bel Air.

Control Frenzy from 7

however, proponents are
desperately  hopeful they
can make everyone work

together. Under the plan there
would be three independent
“boroughs,” each replete with
its own elected council and
control  over  development.
It's a bizarre kind of “local
control within local control,”
Fuaranteeing many volces—
and no progress. Again, right
problem, wrong answer.

Each time a new city
mcorporates  in Sacramento
County, residents congratulate
themselves on having
achieved the nirvana of home
rule. Already, however, we are
seeing some of the unexpected
negative results of cityhood
and territorialism. More
incorporations are sure to
come and, if Elk Grove is any
example, we have “"1!"' more
squabbles and turf wars to
look forward to as we add
cities to the roster.

[t's time to slow down the
wagons and  think. If our
county government is the
broken wheel, theres no
benefit in merely fragmenting
it into smaller and smaller
pieces.  We need to focus
instead on fixing it. Rather
than whipping the mob into
an uproar over the prospects
of incorporation, focus them
mstead on getting the current
government to work on their
behalf.

Start with the next election
and throw the rascals out. Get
all of the fing minds that are
dithering owver incorporation
and get them to run for office.
Put them to work on the
hard solutions—rather than
creating new ones.

[t's never too late—if you do it
with a will.
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FINANCE
Preparing Financially
for Disaster

Disasters — be it hurricanes,
earthquakes, terrorist attacks,
or wildfires - are sadly an
inevitable fact of life. And
just as you might protect
in advance your house and
personal  belongings  from
disasters, so too you must
prepare your personal and
financial information.

But what does that entail?
What is the near equivalent
of boarding up your windows
for your personal and financial
information? In short, it
simply means that vou need
to backup, document and
record all of your personal
and financial information to
go along with those records
(photos, videos, or otherwise)
vou keep for insurance claims
substantiation purposes. These
records could be photocopies,
electronic images, computer
files burned onto a CD-ROM
or an online backup service.

Though not completely
exhaustive, a person will
need to make copies of
their personal and financial
documents, including their
birth, death and marriage
certificates; social security
cards; passports; credit card
numbers; medical records;
identification, including vour
drivers license; recent bank
and  brokerage  accounts,
house deeds, mortgage and
home equity notes; car title;
insurance policies and agent
contact numbers; credit and
debit cards; tax returns for the
past three years; the location
ot wills, trusts and powers of
attormey; mames and contact
riumbers for exeCcutors,
trustees and guardians; a list
of financial advisers and their
contact information; and a list
of user IDs and passwords



