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citrus helghts - fair vaks - gold river CITY TIMES
Committee.

“Although  the 3280
Committee is bringing forth a FOR “LOCAL
recommendation that includes CONTROL" IN
five schools, itis not likely that SACRAMENTO
five schools will be closed atone COUNTY

Hme. The recommendation
is for the Board to consider
none, one or more of the five
schools based on the 3280
recommendation,” said
Enoch.

The Board has discussed the
matter and listened to public
comment at the October 25%
board meeting. The item will
also be on the November 8
Board of Education Meeting
agenda for discussion and
possible action. The meeting
will be held at 730 pm.
in the Dhstrict boardroom
at 3738 Walnut Avenue in
Carmichael.
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THE FRENZY PDLITICAL ATEERT X i someons

by Andrew F. {'Hara

A trademark of America has
always been its individualism.
Sometimes, however, it can go
too far. A classic example of
that is the frenzy for cityvhood
going on today in Sacramento
County.

Incorporation has become
the buzzword by which local
residents try to implement
their desire for a better, more
accountable government,
Following in the footsteps of
Elk Grove, Rancho Cordova
and Citrus Heights, more
and more communities are
talking about forming their
own cities. Neighborhoods in
Rio Linda, Elverta and Arden
Arcade are whispering about
the possibilities. In Fair Ouaks,
residents are talking about
merging with Orangevale and
Gold River in one large city.

The words most often
heard are “local control.”
And for good reason. People
are  frustrated with an
unresponsive, bloated county
government and  believe
smaller government is the
only solution. Sadly, howewver,
this mere addition of more
small governments may prove
the worst solution of all for
Sacramento County.

An essential element of any
effective government is that
it works for the welfare of
all. Granted, a large county
government is useless when
it's unable to hear and address
neighborhood  issues. A
multitude of fragmented little
governments with duplicate
services, on the other hand,
won't solve the problem
either, because no one body is
working for the common

good. This is best illustrated
by the current problems being
experienced in Citrus Heights
and Elk Grove.

Recently, Elk Grove city
residents were outraged to
learn that their library had
been  “shortchanged” by
the county library system,
which diverted some of its
ﬁ]nding to the construction
of a new library in north
Matomas, “We're not getting
our fair share,” complained
a councilwoman. Elk Grove
residents started talking about
separating from the county’s
library program—as they've
done with their police, animal
control and bus services. Right
problems, wrong answers.

First, this insistence on
“always getting equal pieces
of the pie” isnt how any
government works. It goes
where its needed. When a
neighbor announces a bam

has to take on extra chores
while you go down and help
build it. [t's what we do as a
community, Otherwise, the
barn doesn’t get built—-weeds
blow over the fence, disease
spreads when the cows get
sick, and everyone suffers in
the end.

The proposed alliance of Fair
Qaks, Orangevale and Gold
River goes far in illustrating the
absurd lengths to which this
whaole fallacy of local control
can go. First, it's difficult
bo even imagine these three
wildly divergent communities
finding a common ground on
which to function. The elitist
attitudes of the Gold River
homeowner's association
won't die easily, for example.
Their inability to work with
anyone is a matter of record
and is the best guarantee of
this holy alhance’s failure.
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