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Say Mo from 5
to 45 schools each month, and
enjoved his visit to Woodside.
“The (PTO wvolunteers) who
helped me were great, and the
kids were a great audience.”
Principal Greg Barge

arranged for the multimedia
assembly program as part
of Red Ribbon Week and the
school's  continual  emphasis
on  decreasing teasing and
bullying on campus. “1
felt a highly motivational,
educational and entertaining
presentation  would be  a
great approach for Woodside,
‘Courage to Stand’ did exactly
that!™

Afterward, the students
had many posibive things
to say about what they'd
seen. Comments such as, “It
was great!” and “T loved if!"
were abundant. Sixth-grader
Mikayla really vniu}red the
music, adding that the whole
assembly “was fun!”
Parents and staff in attendance

were impressed as well. “The
current music, movie q'lipﬁ,
and upbeat pace of the three
screens captured and held the
students’ attention and interest
atall grade levels,” said Connie
Losk, a 5i‘.|:‘|,']‘|-HTi:ll'.‘|E teacher at
Woodside.  “Our PTO does
an awesome job supporting
us behind the scenmes. This
was an outstanding addition
ko the many other ways 'l'h[:‘_'!.-'
provide for our school.” FTO
co-Presidents Linda Marti and
Valerie Bedegrew thought the
assembly was awesome. "It
t;aptit-'ati;rd the kids and had
them clapping their hands,”
said Marti. Bedegrew added,
“It was an eye-opener for
the students on how to be
more aware Of how Ehl;"}" treat
others.”

Motivational Productions,
the non-profit organization
that  Stallberg  represents,
created the "Courage to Stand’
presentation, and is committed
to producing character
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education shows that reach
h}da}’rﬁ students. “T'm glad
the kids like the stories. It is
our mission to help kids think
and make positive decisions
for themselves.”

San Juan Schools Consider
Possible Closures

The San Juan Unified School
District Board of Education
wWas Frmnhied with A
recommendation to consider
the closure of some elementary
schools at a recent board
meeting. Five elementary
schools have been identified
for consideration, although
the actual number closed, if
any, will be a decision of the

Board of Education.

“The Thstrict has  been
experiencing a decline in
student  enrollment  owver

the last few years, a trend
that is expected to continue
For another few Years. This
vear enrollment is  down
by 1,500 students from the
previous school year,” said
Superintendent Steven Enoch.
To  address  the declining
enrollment  issue, a board
advisory committee, referred
to as the 3280 Committee, was
established to look at school
consolidations
district property.
The  Committee  will
recommend the following
elementary schools in order
of  priority for ]:H.J‘:i':iih'ﬁ
closure in the 2006/07 school

and sale of

vear: Thomas Coleman, John
Holst, Carmichael, Garfield,
and Pasadena. Before the
committee reached a decision
on the five schools, all 46
district elementary schools
wWere inil‘ia]l}' considered for
closure based on the criteria
of age, condition, and possible
changes in enrollment from
last year. The 46 sites were
narrowed down to 15 sites. The
committee then went through
a lengthy process of evaluating
each of the remaining 15 sites
against other closure criteria
that included, but was not
limited to, Special Education

programs  that could be
absorbed or duplicated at
receiving sites, enrollment

5huwing a pattern of decline
at the proposed closure site,
and locations of receiving sites
within reasonable proximity
to the closure site. A complete
list of the criteria used can
be accessed at the district’s
website at www.sanjuan.edu.

“The 3280  Advisory
Committee recognizes that
closing any school site is

initially disruptive to the
students and the community
involved, However,  the
committee feels that in the
||;,'I1'Ih"' students will
receive a quality education at
their receiving schools, as all
district schools are following
the district'’s three operational
HUHI&.." gaid 5}'I’.‘|I‘IE_‘!.-' Walker,
Chairperson of the 3280
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